
 A time capsule can be a neat way 
to learn what life was like during a 
different time. People who make time 
capsules fill a small box with items 
like pictures, newspapers, toys and 
letters. The box is usually wrapped in 
plastic to keep it safe. The box is then 
hidden in an attic or basement. When 
someone finds it years later, that 
person can get an idea of what life 
was like when the time capsule was 

made. The more time has passed, the 
more interesting the time capsule!

People who make time capsules 
have to think about what to include. 
Pictures can show what type 
of clothes people wore or what 
the neighborhood looked like. 
Newspapers tell what was happening 
in the country or around the world. 
Letters can describe how people felt 
and what they cared about. Some 

capsules even have music, 
restaurant menus or ticket 
stubs.

Sometimes people make 
time capsules for themselves 
or family members. It can be 
a fun way to remind our future 
selves about what we were up 
to today. Maybe you can make 
your own time capsule this summer. 
What do you think you will put in it?

Time Capsules
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Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards: SS.4.A.1.1: Analyze primary and secondary resources to identify significant individuals and events throughout Florida history. 
SS.4.A.1.2: Synthesize information related to Florida history through print and electronic media. SS.4.A.3.1: Identify explorers who came to Florida and the motivations for their expeditions.
SS.4.A.3.2: SS.4.A.3.6: Identify the effects of Spanish rule in Florida. SS.4.A.3.7: Identify nations 

SS.4.A.4.1:
throughout Florida history. SS.4.A.8.3: Describe the effect of the United States space program on Florida's economy and growth. SS.4.C.1.1: Describe how Florida's constitution protects the rights 
of citizens and provides for the structure, function, and purposes of state government. SS.4.C.2.1: Discuss public issues in Florida that impact the daily lives of its citizens. SS.4.C.2.2: Identify ways 

SS.4.C.2.3: SS.4.C.3.1: Identify 
SS.4.FL.1.4: People can earn interest income from letting other people borrow their money. 

SS.4.FL.4.1: Discuss that interest is the price the borrower pays for using someone 
elses money. SS.4.FL.4.2: Identify instances when people use credit, that they receive something of value now and agree to repay the lender over time, or at some date in the future, with interest. 
SS.4.G.1.1: Identify physical features of Florida. SS.4.G.1.2: Locate and label cultural features on a Florida map. SS.4.G.1.4: Interpret political and physical maps using map elements (title, compass 
rose, cardinal directions, intermediate directions, symbols, legend, scale, longitude, latitude).
   

 Welcome to the last issue of Studies Weekly! 
You learned a lot about our state and its history this 
year. You read about how we elect representatives, 
senators, mayors and governors to lead our state 
and our country. Our legislative branch is full of 
people who work together to write new laws. The 
executive branch works with the governor to collect 
taxes and make sure laws are followed. The judicial 
branch listens to court cases and makes sure that 
all of our laws are fair. There are a lot of ways that 
we can help our leaders do their job. We can help 
by going to council meetings, writing letters and 
volunteering. When you get old 
enough, you can also vote in 
elections.

Leaders also decide how to 
deal with public issues. A public 
issue is any problem or decision 

that a group of people face. Our state faces issues 
on how to deal with immigration, how to spend 

environment. Floridians have to work together 

Sometimes, solving an issue means writing a new 
law. If the new law means a big change for people 
in our state, voters will decide to accept the law or 
not. People do not always agree on how to solve an 
issue. That’s when our leaders may have to decide 
for us.

As you grow up, you will make a lot of choices. 
One of those choices is the role you 
will play in our state. You might 
decide to become a representative, 
city council member or even 
governor! You might decide to 
be an important public servant 

doctor. Maybe you will start a new 
business and help bring a new 
industry into our state. There are a 
lot of ways to help make our state 
even better!

Keep on Learning



Florida has seen many changes over the 
years. Let’s take a look at some of the biggest 
ways our state has changed.

The 1600s–Florida’s 
Earliest Explorers
explorer to reach Florida. France and Spain 
both sent more explorers to follow him. Both 
countries knew that they could become richer 
and more powerful by controlling this new land.

French explorers set up forts and looked 
for ways to use the land. A lot of these settlers 
were looking for a place where they could 
worship freely. Spanish explorers set up forts 
and missions all over Florida. People who lived 
on the missions grew crops and taught American 
Indians about Christianity. The two sides often 
fought against each other. The king of Spain said 
that Florida was his. He ordered his soldiers to 
attack the French and force them to leave. Both 
sides fought battles at places like Fort Caroline 
and St. Augustine.

It took a long time, but Spain took control 
of the land. More missions grew, and Spanish 
leaders used Florida to get the money and power 
they wanted.

The 1700s–Colonial Era
over who would control land in North America. 
The struggle ended after France lost the French 
and Indian War in 1763. French settlers were 
forced to leave most of North America. Spain 
still controlled Florida, but it was surrounded by 

have a hard time keeping the land, so they made 

control of Florida while Spain got the island of 
Cuba.

The British divided Florida into 

of American Indians who worked peacefully 

Florida was larger and led by George Johnstone. 
He helped West Florida grow as a place that 

colonies.
Florida was the only British colony that 

stayed loyal to King George during the American 

The 1800s–Florida 
Statehood and the Civil War

Florida became the 27th state on March 

Moseley. Florida joined the United States as a 
slave state. That was part of the reason that our 
state joined the Confederacy during the Civil 

but our state grew a lot of food for Confederate 
soldiers.

After the war, Florida joined the United 
States again and became an important part of 
our country. Business leaders like Henry Flagler 
and Julia Tuttle used our state as a place to build 
railroads, hotels and cities. They brought jobs, 
money and people into our state from all over the 
world.

Florida was also an important part of the 
Spanish-American War. The city of Tampa 
became a place where our soldiers met before 

and Growth
Our state faced many challenges during 

the 1900s. Florida sent over 42,000 soldiers to 

in World War II. Between those two wars, our 
country faced the Great Depression. Businesses 
closed, and banks ran out of money. It was hard 

country had some great leaders. President 

to give people jobs. He also led our country 

president to have served more than two 

Our country faced a new challenge 
during the 1950s and 1960s. People started 
to realize that not everyone in our country 
was being treated fairly. African Americans 
were not allowed to eat in certain restaurants 
or sit on buses. People who wanted that to 
change joined the civil rights movement. 
One of those people from Florida was C.K. 
Steele. He helped organize a boycott of 
Tallahassee’s bus companies. Steele worked 
hard to help make sure that everyone in our 
state was treated fairly.

The 2000s–Today 
and Tomorrow

People today know that Florida is a great 
place to live or visit. Our state has tourist 
attractions that bring in visitors from all over 
the world. Those attractions include beautiful 
beaches, Disney World, the Gasparilla 
Pirate Festival and the Daytona International 
Speedway. Tourists stay in Florida’s hotels, eat 
in Florida’s restaurants and ride in Florida’s cars. 
That means our state has a lot of jobs to offer 
people who want to work.

Our state is also known for growing some 
of the best fruit in the world. Florida farmers 
grow citrus fruits like oranges, lemons, limes 
and grapefruit that are sold to other states and 
countries. Florida is also home to the Kennedy 
Space Center near Cape Canaveral. That’s where 
some of our smartest scientists launch rockets 
and satellites into outer space. People 
enjoy watching these launches from 
nearby roads and beaches.

           Florida           Florida

Liberty, Calhoun 

and Polk Counties
Liberty County: This is a big county with 

sides of it are water: the Ochlockonee 

the county seat.
Calhoun County: 

hunt. Or spend the day at the Panhandle 

can see a blacksmith shop and a cobbler 

canoe or tube ride down the magnificent 

Polk County: 

small items left by other 
treasure hunters. If you 
take something, be sure 

You won’t get rich, but 
while you’re mapping and 

nature and listen for the 

a sign there that says your 
car will roll backwards, 

possible?
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Interest is the amount of extra money the person will pay for using 
the loan. The borrower gets the money he or she needs to buy something 
important, and the bank makes money at the end. The bank then shares 
that money with their customers, which is called interest income.

important purchases.

Interest 

and Credit

our country’s 

the explorers 

here hundreds of years 
ago and the businesses that 

together with your classmates to create a 

What makes 
Florida 
great?
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spaces below to plan your trip. You may need to 

your summer!

Place #1: ____________________________________________

Distance in miles: _____________________________________

How will I travel to this place? _________________________

What major city is this place in/close to? _______________

_____________________________________________________

What I want to do while I’m there: ______________________

_____________________________________________________

Will I need to buy any tickets? _________________________

Place #2: ___________________________________________

Distance in miles: _____________________________________

How will I travel to this place? _________________________

What major city is this place in/close to? _______________

_____________________________________________________

What I want to do while I’m there: ______________________

_____________________________________________________

Will I need to buy any tickets? _________________________

Place #3: ___________________________________________

Distance in miles: _____________________________________

How will I travel to this place? _________________________

What major city is this place in/close to? _______________

_____________________________________________________

What I want to do while I’m there: ______________________

_____________________________________________________

Will I need to buy any tickets? _________________________

Summer Planning

asked to teach a class about 

things you learned about your state 
this year, and choose a lesson, or 
topic, that you think is important. 
Make a short plan for teaching 
this lesson to your new class. 

grammar and punctuation. If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, please write to us 

at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

  Name ______________________________________
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ACROSS
2. a great place to keep money safe
3.

6.
about Christianity

7.
new laws

8.

DOWN
1. a problem or decision facing a group of 

4.

5. big county with a small population

 1. Name the three branches of 
Florida’s government. What 
does each branch do?

2. Describe how Florida changed 
from the 1600s to the 1700s.

3. Describe how Florida changed 
from the 1800s to the 1900s.

4. What happens when someone gets 
a loan from a bank?


