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What is Sketchnoting?? 
� Take one minute and jot down what you 

think sketchnoting is?  
� Pssssss….. There is NO wrong answer! 



Sketchnoting  



Elements of Sketchnoting 
� Text - Recording the verbal is quick, direct, 

and clear and is usually your primary 
sketchnoting tool. 

� Containers - Simply enclosing words in 
shapes brings emphasis and structure to 
an otherwise wild page. Some of the 
more common containers include (but 
are not limited to): quote bubbles, boxes, 
circles and thought clouds. 



Elements of Sketchnoting 
� Connectors - Connect ideas and pieces 

of stories with arrows and lines. 
�  Icons - Don't forget to put the "sketch" in 

sketchnotes.  
� Shading - Adding some simple shading 

can add dimensionality and contrast to 
your notes. 

� Color- limit to two to three colors 



Sketchnoting PDF 
� p23 



Sketchnoting Tips 
� Think improvisation, not perfection. 

Sketchnoting isn't illustration--it's content-
driven doodling. If you mess up a line, 
draw over it again. If you misspell a word, 
scratch it out. Just like improv, being in the 
moment is more important than refined 
output. 



Sketchnoting Tips 
�  Inject your personality into the pages. Do 

you draw disproportioned people, have 
shaky lines, and quirky handwriting? Cool, 
so do I. {okay, you have seen me write, I 
guess I don’t, but RUN with it.} 



Examples 



� http://sketchnotearmy.com/blog/?
currentPage=8 



Elements of a Story 
� List the three most important 

elements of a story. Explain 
your responses. 



� Two Meanings of  the word character 
� 1. The person in a work of  fiction 
� 2. The characteristics of  a person  

PROTAGONIST- The characters that is 
clearly central to the story with all major 
events having some importance to the 
character 
ANTAGONIST- The force/character 
opposing the main character 

 



� In order for a story to seem real to the reader the 
characters must seem real. 

� Characterization- the information the author gives the 
reader about the characters themselves 

� His/Her physical appearance 

� What he/she thinks, feels, or dreams 

� What he/she does or does NOT do  

� What others say about him/her and how others react to 
them  



� SETTING -- The time and location in which 
a story takes place is called the setting.  
For some stories the setting is very 
important, while for others it is not.  There 
are several aspects of a story's setting to 
consider when examining how setting 
contributes to a story (some, or all, may 
be present in a story):  
  



�  a)  place - geographical location.  Where is the 
action of the story taking place?  

�  b)  time - When is the story taking place? (historical 
period, time of day, year, etc)  

�  c)  weather conditions - Is it rainy, sunny, stormy, 
etc?  

�  d)  social conditions - What is the daily life of the 
characters like?  (writing that focuses on the 
speech, dress, mannerisms, customs, etc. of a 
particular place)?  

�  e)  mood or atmosphere - What feeling is created 
at the beginning of the story?  Is it bright and 
cheerful or dark and frightening? 



Elements of a Story 
� Sketchnote- think of some 

famous settings and list them or 
draw them on your paper. 



Conflict is essential to plot.  Without 
conflict there is no plot.  It is the 
opposition of forces which ties one 
incident to another and makes the plot 
move.  Conflict is not merely limited to 
open arguments, rather it is any form of 
opposition that faces the main character. 
Within a short story there may be only one 
central struggle, or there may be one 
dominant struggle with many minor ones. 



Three Types of Conflict 

�  1)  Man vs. Man - The leading character struggles 
with his physical strength against other men, forces of 
nature, or animals. 

�  2)  Man vs. Circumstances - The leading character 
struggles against fate, or the circumstances of life 
facing him/her. 

�  3)  Man vs. Himself/Herself  -  The leading character 
struggles with himself/herself; with his/her own ideas 
of right or wrong, physical limitations, choices, etc.  



� Plot is a literary term 
defined as the events that 
make up a story, particularly 
as they relate to one 
another in a pattern, in a 
sequence, through cause and 
effect 

 



� Exposition 

� Rising Action 

� Climax 

� Falling Action 

� Resolution 

 



Resolution  

� The ending of a story, where all 
the lose ends have been tied up 
and all the questions have been 
answered.  


